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and appear totally unqualified for it, I hope they will not lay their misfortunes to my charge, since it is none of my fault if their interests and those of common sense happen to be incompatible.
If, in domestic affairs too, I should find that common sense has been neglected I shall take the liberty to assert its rights, and represent the justice as well as the expediency of restoring it to its former credit and dignity. Our constitution is founded upon common sense itself, and every deviation from one is a violation of the other. The several degrees and kinds of power, wisely allotted to the several constituent parts of our legislature can only be altered by those who have no more common sense than common honesty. Such offenders shall be proceeded against as guilty of high-treason, and suffer the severest punishment.
I foresee all the difficulties I am to struggle with in the course of this undertaking; and see the improbability, if not the impossibility, that common sense should singly, by its own weight and merit, make its way into the world and retrieve its lost empire. But as many valuable things in themselves have owed their reception and establishment not to their own intrinsic worth, but to some lucky hit or favourable concurrence of circumstances, so some such accident in my favour is what I more rely upon than the merit of my paper, should it have any. Fashion, which prevails nobody knows how, can introduce what reason would in vain recommend; and as, by the circulation of fashions, the old ones revive after a certain interval, the fashion of common sense seems to have been laid aside long enough to have a fair chance now for revival.